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mungo park new world encyclopedia - mungo park september 11 1771 1806 was a scottish physician and explorer of the
african continent who explorations in the niger area on behalf of the british african association helped to open up vast
territories for trade and colonization his exploits became iconic among explorers of africa but while few doubt his courage
and his determination to tread where no european had trod his, european exploration of africa new world encyclopedia -
with the expansion of islam in the middle ages north africa was culturally cut off from non muslim europe the islamic empire
created a barrier between europe and the rest of the world with european traders paying heavy tributes to obtain prized
commodities like west african gold east asian spices and silk the italian republics of venice and genoa among others
specialized in this trade 
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